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Katnagiri. In the same year the Collector urged the granting of village leases on favourable terms, in order to attract capital to the soil, which the poverty of the ryots prevented all hope of their improving. With the sanction of Government a few such leases were granted in Salsette, hut the system was not extended. In consequence of the Collector's again urging, in 1833, the necessity for some change, inquiries were set on foot "by the Eevenue Commissioner, who recommended that a revision should at once be carried out in the subdivisions of Kalyan, Panvel, and Nasrapur, which he was convinced, from the proportion the rent bore to the produce in consequence of the late fall in prices, from the yearly remissions that had to be given and the accumulated balances, from the large area lying waste and the wretched state of the bulk of the people, greatly required relief.
The work of revision was, by order of Government, entrusted to Mr. J. M. Davies, who attributed the state of affairs to the following causes. Before the overthrow of the Peshva's power, the produce of the country immediately below the Western Ghats was in great demand in Puna for the large bodies of troops concentrated there, and consequently commanded high prices. In the eighteen years of peace that had followed that event the demand from that quarter had ceased, and Bombay itself, which had become the nearest market, was not only reached with difficulty, in consequence of the badness of the roads, but was well supplied by sea communication with the Malabar coast. In addition to this, the transit duties that had to be paid left the ryot but little or no profit. Accepting the measurements made by Sadasiv Kesav in the time of Madhavrao ISTarayen Peshva, he accordingly proposed a considerable reduction in the rates of assessment paid by all classes, including the Pandharpeshas and the Thakurs and others who paid plough, bill-hook, or pickaxe cesses, together with the abolition of the transit duties. This led to a reduction of about one-fifth of the land revenue.
These proposals were sanctioned, and in 1830-87 the revision of Panvel and Murbad was taken in hand. Similar reductions were proposed and approved for these, and the levy of transit duties, which had been one of the causes that told most heavily against the ryots, was abolished throughout the Presidency. In